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Kansas State got in on Burks late, too late. 

Burks said he used the snubs as motivation and became a force in the Big 12 immediately. Two years ago, in a 

season that included such freshmen as Henry and Texas’ Jordan Hamilton, Burks was the league’s top freshman 

scorer and chosen the Big 12’s freshman of the year. 

Burks became the first area player since Kansas’ Wayne Simien of Leavenworth in 2005 to be drafted in the first 

round. Burks joins another Grandview High athlete, football star Josh Freeman, as a first-round selection. Freeman, 

the former Kansas State quarterback, was taken by Tampa Bay with the 17th selection of the 2009 NFL draft. 

Thursday’s selection also is believed to be something of a first for Kansas City, with a first-round draft choice in each 

major sport. 

In April, Missouri defensive end Aldon Smith, who played at Raytown High, was made the seventh selection in the 

NFL Draft by the San Francisco 49ers. 

Earlier this month, the Royals made Gardner Edgerton High outfielder Bubba Starling the fifth pick. Starling will 

choose between a baseball contract and a Nebraska football scholarship. 

Now, Burks. 

The question is, who gets the biggest signing bonus? 

In the NBA, salaries are slotted. A salary for a player drafted 12th is about $1.736 million and jumps to $1.866 million 

in the second year. 

Last year’s No. 7 pick in the NFL draft received a $12 million signing bonus. 

Starling, as a two-sport star, could command a $5 million to $7 million bonus. 

 


